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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-15 are cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 16-21 and 30-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over KWAN (US 2003/0200179) in view of Novoa et al. (hereinafter Novoa -US 

6,636,973). 

Re. Claim 16, KWAN discloses providing a user with a prepaid card linked to a 
database [para. 20]: and 

executing an action chain including validating the prepaid card by comparing a user- 
input password number, input by the user, with a current password number stored in the 
database [claim 5; para 0021], and after the first validation of the. prepaid card, 
validation of the prepaid card requires successful comparison of a currently user input 
password number to the stored current password number [claim 5]. 
KWAN does not explicitly disclose wherein, a different user-input password number and 
a different current password number is required for each of plural transactions. 
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a first validation of the prepaid card uses a system-set first-time password number 
stored on the database as the current password number. 

after each validation, the user sets a new user-set password number as the current 
password number stored in the database. However Novoa discloses this feature 
[abstract; col. 2 lines 27-49; col. 3 lines 6-25] to increase the security for unauthorized 
access to the account (pre-paid card). It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosure 
of KWAN and include a different user-input password number and a different current 
password number is required for each of plural transactions, a first validation of the 
prepaid card uses a system-set first-time password number stored on the database as 
the current password number as disclosed by Novoa, to improve the security of access 
and preventing unauthorized use of the card. 

Re. Claim 17, KWAN discloses wherein the prepaid card is a virtual card [para 09; 05; 
18]. 

Re. Claim 18, KWAN discloses the prepaid card comprises a physical card carrying 
duplicate information carried in the database, the prepaid card comprises a serial 
number, the first-time password number, and an expiration date printed on an exterior 
surface of the physical card, and the database comprises the serial number, the first- 
time password number, and the expiration date of the prepaid card [Figure 1; para 21; 
63; claim 1] 



Application/Control Number: 09/883,371 
Art Unit: 3693 



Page 4 



Re. Claim 19. KWAN discloses the first-time password number is concealed below of 
scratch-off covering [Figure 5; para 21]. 

Re. Claim 20 KWAN discloses the database includes a database record corresponding 
to the prepaid card and comprising a serial number field storing a system-assigned 
serial number, a first-time password number field storing the system-assigned first-time 
password number used for a first time validation of the prepaid card, and a user-set 
password number field for storing the user-set password number reset as the current 
password number by the user subsequent to each validation of the prepaid card, a 
monetary balance field storing a monetary balance available to the user [Figures 2-3; 
para 19-21 ; claim 8; ], and comprising the further step of: subsequent to the validation of 
the prepaid card, a action of subtracting a price being necessary for distribution from 
monetary balance field to update the monetary balance field by reducing a value of the 
monetary balance field by the price being subtracted [para 21 ; 32-35; claim 5]. 

Re. Claim 21 KWAN discloses an issue date field, an expiration date field, a card 
monetary face value field, a transaction product/service number field , and a transaction 
date field, each having a one-to-one correspondence with the prepaid card [Figures 4-5; 
para 75; 93; 69]. 
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Re. Claim 30. KWAN discloses executing an action chain including validating a user's 
card by comparing a user-input password with a current password stored in a database 
[claim 5; para 0021], and a first validation of the card uses a system-set first-time 
password stored on the database as the current password [para. 19-21]. KWAN does 
not explicitly disclose wherein, a different user-input password and a different current 
password is required for each validation of the card, and after each validation, the user 
sets a new user-set password as the current password stored in the database, and after 
the first validation of the card, subsequent validation of the card requires successful 
comparison of a currently input user input password to the stored current password in 
the database. However, Novoa discloses these features [Abstract; Figures 3-4; col. 8 
lines 18-56] to increase the security for unauthorized access to the account. It would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the disclosure of KWAN and include wherein, a different user-input 
password and a different current password is required for each validation of the card, 
and after each validation, the user sets a new user-set password as the current 
password stored in the database, and after the first validation of the card, subsequent 
validation of the card requires successful comparison of a currently input user input 
password to the stored current password in the database, as disclosed by Novoa, to 
improve the security of access and preventing unauthorized use of the stole or lost card. 

Re, Claim 31, KWAN discloses the card comprises a physical card carrying duplicate 
information carried in the database [Figure 1; para 21; 63; claim 1], and 
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the card each comprises a serial number, the first-time password number, and an 
expiration date printed on an exterior surface of the physical card [Figure 1; para 21; 63; 
claims 1 & 4], 

Re. Claim 32, KWAN discloses the database includes a database record corresponding 
to the card and comprising a serial number field storing a system-assigned serial 
number, a first-time password field storing the system-assigned first-time password 
used for a first time validation of the card, and a user-set password field for storing the 
user-set password reset as the current password number by the user subsequent to 
each validation of the card, a monetary balance field storing a monetary balance 
available to the user, and comprising the further step of: subsequent to the validation of 
the card, a action of subtracting a transaction' price for distribution to a vendor from the 
monetary balance field to update the monetary balance field by reducing a value of the 
monetary balance field by the price being subtracted [Figures 2-3; para 19-21 ; 32-35; 
claims 5 & 8], 

Re. Claim 21 KWAN discloses an issue date field, an expiration date field, a card 
monetary face value field, a transaction product/service number field, and a transaction 
date field, each having a one-to-one correspondence with the card [Figures 4-5; para 
75; 93; 69]. 
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Re. Claims 34-35, Novoa further discloses a portal site, located between a user and the 
database, receiving from the user an input of the card serial number and the currently 
user input password; the portal accessing the database and validating the card by 
comparing the received user-input password with the current password stored on the 
database, and after validation of the card, the portal site i) requests the user to input the 
new user-set password, ii) receives the new user-set password from the user, iii) sends 
the received new user-set password to the database to be stored, in the user-set 
password field, as the current password required for a next validation of the card 
[Abstract; col. 2 lines 27-49; col. 3 lines 6-25] to increase the security for unauthorized 
access to the account since the current pre-paid card have code printed on them and 
any one can use it if the card is lost or stolen. It would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
disclosures of Kwan, Novoa and Rubin and include provisioning for the user to reset 
password for enhancing the security of the pre-paid card and storing the new password 
in database for validation of the card to prevent fraud and misuse of the customer pre- 
paid account. 
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Claim 22-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over KWAN 
and Novoa as it applied to claims 16 and 20 above, further in view of Rubin et al 
(hereinafter Rubin - US 6 ,701,522). 

Re. Claims 22-24, KWAN discloses located between a user and the database, 
receiving from the user an input of the card serial number and the currently user input 
password number; the portal accessing the database and validating the prepaid card by 
comparing the received user-input password number with the current password number 
stored on the database [claim 1], and wherein the portal site is connected to the user 
and to the database via the Internet and wherein the portal site is connected to the user 
via a telephone line and (see use of internet and telephone for activation) [para. 60; 
claim 1]. KWAN does not explicitly disclose portal, or a portal site. However, Rubin 
discloses this feature [see Abstract; Figures 1-2, 7; col. 1 lines 5-50] to allow a user(s) 
(purchaser) to customize interested websites, which will be automatically retrieved and 
display information the user is seeking. It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosure 
of KWAN and include portal, as disclosed by Rubin, to allow the user to configure its 
favorites website for obtaining information or purchases. 

Re. Claim 25, KWAN discloses wherein the user orally inputs the password number to 
the portal [para. 60], 
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Re. Claim 26, KWAN does not explicitly disclose the portal site further receives user 
input of the serial number and confirms the expiration date of the prepaid card to the 
database prior to validating the prepaid card. However, this function is well known 
function of using credit cards. For example, when a customer orders a product online or 
by phone the merchant asks these question to properly charge the customer as-will-as 
validates the card. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosure of Kwan, Novoa and 
Rubin and include this function to enhance the security of the card in case it is used 
improperly. 

Re. Claims 27-28, Novoa further discloses after validation of the prepaid card, the portal 
site i) requests the user to input the new user-set password number, 
ii) receives the new user-set password number from the user, iii) sends the received 
new user-set password number to the database to be stored, in the user-set password 
number field, as the current password number required for a next validation of the 
prepaid card and a next successful validation of the prepaid card requires the portal site 
i) to receive from the user another password number input, 'and ii) to successfully 
compare the received another password number input with the current password 
number stored in the user-set password number field of the record of the prepaid card 
within the database. However Novoa discloses these features [Abstract; col. 2 lines 27- 
49; col. 3 lines 6-25] to increase the security for unauthorized access to the account 
since the current pre-paid card have code printed on them and any one can use it if the 
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card is lost or stolen. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosures of Kwan, Novoa and 
Rubin and include provisioning for the user to reset password for inhancing the securiy 
of the pre-paid card and storing the new password in database for validation of the card 
to prevent fraud and misuse of the customer pre-paid account. 

Re. Claim 29, KWAN discloses wherein the user orally inputs the password number to 
the portal site and the portal site orally responds to the user, via a telephone call [para. 
60]. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to pending (new claims) have been 
considered and new ground of rejection is presented. 

Conclusion 

3. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 CFR ' 1 .1 1 1 (c) to consider the 
references fully when responding to this action. 

US 6,202,155 (Tushie et al.) discloses a virtual card personalization system uses 
a plurality of virtual devices to control physical personalization equipment to produce a 
physical transaction card as defined by a transaction card configuration and 
personalization data. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harish T. Dass whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6793. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:50 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Harish T Dass 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3693 



9/1/06 




